



BULLETIN from 


Virginia KXirkus’ Bookshop Service yi 38 Bank Street 


ee ee ene nes ee ee ee ee ee 





Vol. XX July 15, 1952 No. 14 
, ft |= 2?" 3 
MUST BOOK 


September 29 


Ferber, Edna Doubleday 
GIANT $3.95 


The Benedict ranch in Texas was legendary-23 million acres, vast herds, towns 
within the limits, everything measured in terms of size, with Texas a nation within a 
nation. Into this Leslie Lynnton, Virginian, was precipitated after a whirlwind court- 
ship, by Bick Benedict, Texas' most personable bachelor. That he wooed and won Leslie 
was devastating to the girls back home, but worse for his domineering older sister, Luz, 
matriarch of Riata Ranch. She was determined to wreck the marriage- but Fate played a 
part (with the aid of Jett Rink) and Luz was killed attempting to ride the racing filly 
Bick had bought from Leslie's doctor father. The marriage was saved- and Leslie, in 
small part, was able to sway Bick to some part of her own social conscience, her greed 
for a real home for them and the children. Their love held fast, challenged after 20 
years when Leslie backed her son's desire to be a doctor, his marriage to a Mexican. 
At the close another challenge faces them, when Luz, the daughter, weighs in the bal- 
ance her love for the ranch- and her love for a boy who would have none of it. And the 
whole is set in the circle of change, with Jett, once spurned, forbidden the ranch, now 
the big power on whose land a gusher had come in- who kept the cattlemen in his debt- 
who built bigger and still bigger things for Texas. It reads like broad caricature of 
new quick money; I can't imagine even Texans will like it. It has money-snob-appeal for 
the masses - but for this reader, it created frank distaste. 


A DARK HORSE 


September 22 


Davidson, Louis B. Crowell 
& Doherty, Eddie CAPTAIN MAROONER $3.95 LL 


* Blood and thunder sea adventure in the tradition of Sabatini - but based on 
years of research into all available sources relating to the actual facts surrounding 
the mutiny on the whaler Globe, out of Nantucket back in 1822. To intensify the vio- 
lence, the story is told through the mouth of George Comstock, fifteen when he sailed, 
reluctant to leave his beloved books and Sally the girl he adored. George was a Quaker, 
and violence remote from his experience- but he seasoned fast under the tutelage of his 
rogue of a brother Sam, mate on the vessel- and the sadistic, maimed Captain Worth. 
George, despite his inner qualms, was naturally courageous, and dared the Captain's vio- 
lence, his brother's wrath, to defend the underdogs, including the rescued walking 
corpse, Joe Thomas. With George the reader shares the day by day experiences, the whal- 
ing waters and encounters with the monsters of the deep, the stopovers in tropical ports, 
the storms and the calms, the horrors of life on sailing ships those days before crewmen 
were considered human - and finally, the culmination of hate and fear and ambition in 
the mutiny that cost first the captain's life- later the lives of the mates. George and 
his mentor, the pious Smith, with a skeleton crew, saved the ship and sailed it off from 
the perilous tropical island. But they were forced to leave some of their faction- and 
later George went back to aid in their rescue, only to find the two survivors- and his 
own intimate, Smith, had turned against him for his championing the cause of Joe Thomas, 
imprisoned on suspicion of having led the mutiny. The court scene which winds up the 
drama, is a magnificent one- with a surprise ending. In all, grand reading- good re- 
creation of historical material. Not another Caine Mutiny. put that is the market to go 
after. Introduction by William McFee. | 
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September~ Remember 


le Brion Davis’ THUDBURY, A MODERN COMEDY ‘Lippincott) continues a lineage of middieage 
idle class men from Babbitt to Jefferson Selleck; Paul Gallico is aiming at the Snow 
e market with THE SMALL MIRACLE ‘Doubleday), Joyce Cary’s PRISONER OF GRACE (Harper! 
inherently more popular in character and situation than anything he has written; the 
ebublication of Elizabeth Bowen's THE LAST SEPTEMBER (Knopf). her second novel. will ab- 
eal to an audience of afficianados who probably never read the original; Angela Thirkeil. 
ntinues some precise petty point in HAPPY RETURN (Knopf); and two for a speciai. and 
re speculative market 
TEAMBOAT ON THE RIVER ‘Morrow’ See below for reports 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


August 1 


Dale, Maxine Avalon 
THIS TANGLED WEB $2.50 


A college campus sets no undergraduate but some full grown troubles for Faith 


Marquand, secretary to the President, when the deceptions she had once practised to con- 
ceal a past love are used against her. For Douglas, now dead, whom she loved, had been 


narried to Marilee; Marilee had been loved by Stephen- whose name was linked with Faith's; 


and Stephen's return to the college revives all these romances and a chain reaction of 
vindictive suspicion as Marilee's mother-in-law tries to prevent the resumption of her 
celationship with Stephen. A morals charge, brought against Faith and Stephen, does not 


silence Faith- who fights it out for the sake of the other lovers and is herself rewarded 


by the trust of the man she now loves. Fluff- with stuff. 


August 1 


Avalon 


Ford, Marcia 
THE SYCAMORES $2.50 
Georgia family life, in Maxfield Parrish colors, backgrounds the romance of 

Carol and Rod, the dreams of a musical career of Carol's brother, David and the finan- 
cial problems of their father. For the Middletons have always been planters and David 
'is to follow the tradition in spite of his great talent for the piano but Carol makes 

every effort to sway her father. She loses her heart to Tod when he comes to persuade 
Mr. Middleton that his kaolin deposits should be mined and soon learns that there is a 
shadow over his life and that he is apparently bound to ruthless Maxine. What with ill- 
ness for father, a chance for David and a flood, it takes a while for the secret to out 
and Carol to be secure in Rod's arms. That ol' Southern comfort. 


August 21 


Harcourt, Brace 


Malamud, Bernard 
THE NATURAL $3.00 
A highly original, tightly written novel of America's national sport and its 
periphery of fanatics, which in its fantastic invention of character and exploit assumes 
the proportions of the fabulous impossible. The protagonist is Roy Hobbs, a "natural" 
ball player, first seen on a train heading for Chicago and a tryout at the age of 19. 
Succumbing to the wiles of Harriet Bird, a dangerous paranoid who shoots athletes with 
a .22- loaded with silver bullets- his career is stopped before it starts. At 34 he re- 
turns to the mound and makes a meteorical rise to the top. But he seems doomed to 
destruction and is victimized by a merciless sports writer, a sanctimonious but evil 
Judge who owns the club, a foul-mouthed dwarf, and a woman who is in love with his dead 
predecessor. The only one who might have saved him is Iris,but he destroys her with a 
hard hit ball- aimed at the dwarf... A strange and arresting story (Malamud has been a 
contributor to Commentary Partisan Review ete.) which men- even those who never get 


further than the newspaper- should enjoy. 





Russeli Thacher’s THE TENDER AGE (Macmillan) and Darwin Teiihet s 
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August 22 


Petre, Diana Pantheon 
PORTRAIT OF MELLIE $2.75 


A shopgirl's shocker which has to do with Mellie Nowell, a painter's daughter, 
who succeeds in marrying Arnold Sollaby, a rich young man, who is fascinated by her 
pretty face but soon alienated by her cold, cold heart. She deserts the father who 
adored her; she disposes of Arnold's faithful servant; and when pregnant- twice- she 
quickly gets rid of her two children with the aid of a gross and parasitic old woman who 
attaches herself to Mellie. Arnold is killed- during the war (I); Mellie and he: 
friend drift abroad; until Mellie finally decides to be a mother to the children she has 
not seen since birth, returns to England to find them living in poverty and filth with 
the nurse she had engaged for them, and with the nurse's dismissal and death, she is 
still not able to dispel her presence which returns to haunt them all.... The penny 
dreadful for lower clarss rentals only. 


September 5 


Lenormand, H.R. Thames & Hudson 
THE RISING $3.00 


The first novel of a prominent French dramatist of the '20's, and an effec- 
tively sombre story of self-destruction in which a sterile, desert plateau in Algeria 
frames and presages the imminent, inevitable doom. Dollans, the Administrator of a 
half-French, half-Arab village, a gentle and rather irresolute character, witnesses a 
wasting landscape as famine undermines the native population and stirs a fitful unrest. 
His own life too reflects despair, in his worthless son, and in his second marriage to 
a dreadful woman. As Dollans fails in his attempt to secure food for his people, a 
young girl comes to the village from the Caucasus- Natalie- to whom he is attracted and 
whom he protects even in the face of the knowledge that she is a Russian agitator. 
Natalie's incendiary activities reach the point of murder; she kills an Arab lover to 
spark off a native rebellion; she is wounded and Dollans takes her to his home where she 
dies. In the investigation which follows, Dollans is retired without a pension, and he 
goes to a further outpost in the desert for a final deterioration in body and spirit.... 
One questions, however, whether Lenormand's name will carry this to an American audience. 


September 8 


Strachey, John Random House 
THE FRONTIERS $3 .00 


A novel of physical escape which develops into an intellectual excursion when 
James Cranley, an English pilot officer- emotionally inexperienced and politically naive- 
bales out in occupied France and is escorted across the frontier by a French girl, 
Madeleine Dufour. A funeral cortege in which they participate shields their crossing of 
the border; they meet up with Jean, a Communist in the underground, and the Abbe, 4 
former Professor- now wanted for his refusal to collaborate, and the four make their way 
together- a way slowed down by the freight of dialectical discussion in which history, 
philosophy, religion, even poetry has a hearing. Hiding out in a brothel in Ledoc, 
their position becomes increasingly precarious as the Abbe is pulled in for questioning, 
and finally they separate, and in an attempt to swim to the fishing boat which will take 
the Abbe and Cranley across the Channel, the Abbe drowns..... A questioning examination 
of defeat and survival, of old orders and new concepts, gives this its validity rather 
than any reality on the level of actual experience. 














July 15, 1952 


~422. Fiction 


September 8 


Derby, Mark Viking i( 
ELEMENT OF RISK $3.00 @ 


A super-thriller in a more ambitious novel than Afraid in the Dark. An obdsess- 
ion that he must solve the mystery of Shell Kennedy's husband's death launches John Wrax 
into a blundering, determined, haunted pursuit of blind clues and dangerous leads. An 
actor, whose frustrations and exhaustions seemed to have cost him his memory, Wrax planned 
to escape from this world- but Shell's tragic role, twice acquitted by two juries, still 
charged by a curious public for murder, her frail beauty, even her escape into alcoholisn, 
caught him and held him to his new role as avenger. How he became involved in espionage 
and counter-espionage - with successive Hairbreadth Harry escapes - makes holding though 


not always convincing reading. 1g 
September 12 


Sykes, Gerald Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE CENTER OF THE STAGE $3.00 


There's a spurious sophistication to this story of a glamour bitch, Carlotta, 
and the lives she dominates during a weekend in Easthampton, Long Island, where she is 
in full session. Carlotta, a successful actress, strikes more than one cheesecake pose 
but exerts a certain fascination for Nancy Whitlock- a Lesbian- whose husband and daugh- 
ter protect her inversion; for Greco, a director; for Gillham, a Wall Street angel; and 
for her husband, David Holderness, a distinguished scientist, who returns to her after 
almost five years. And David, austere and critical, tries to elicit a natural gesture 
of love from his wife before he undergoes a possibly fatal operation, while Carlotta 
resists the reciprocity of that emotion in the fear that it may undermine her personal 
power and career... Some thinning thought processes do not cover the bare anatomy or © 
give this much more than a boudoir attraction. 


September 15 
Leslie, Warren er’ ae McGraw-Hill 
THE BEST THING THAT EVER HAPPENED $3.50 


Youthful soul-searchings that lose their egocentric dullness as they are juxta- 
posed against the lives of others. Roger Lawford II, raised with correct superiority, 
can't take life in the Marine Corps after seven months, goes over the hill, kills two 
Negroes, and finds refuge with Stella Jones and her little daughter Sarahbelle. Roger's 
mother puts a private detective to work and Sam Lobello, concentrating in the area around 
Jackson, gets no clue as to his quarry's whereabouts for Roger has found a friend and 
ally in Dr. Thorne who quashes rumor and gossip about Roger's life with widowed Stella. 
Roger's desertion drives his mother into an affair with an old beau, leads to her marr- 
iage to him: Lobello becomes an obstetrical hero in a flood and eventually gets the word 
as to Roger's whereabouts: Roger, analyzing, probing, backtracking into his life recog- 
nizes his lack of group sense, his isolated, wasted years, the lies and poses that have 
made him, and his type, ineffectual incompetents. With Lobello coming closer, the South- 
ern town's womenfolk have their say, brand Roger as a menace and demand that their men 
take action. Thorne in protecting Roger, kills him and the story is whitewashed for 
Roger's mother while Thorne takes on the responsibility for Stella and the unborn child. 
The sensitive fear of fear, of inadequacies and the recognition of the shoddy untruths 
have a certain sad reazity but the whole, while honest, often dramatic, and generally suc- 


cessful in its contemporary, arrested southernness, has a walkie-talkie repetitiousness. @ q 
/ / 
Ellis, William Y - 6 World 
THE BOUNTY LANDS $3.95 


A jumbo production of westward expansion which demands an initial interest in 
the period- and the two-fisted pioneering with which it deals. The story centers around 
Thomas Woodbridge who has inherited a grant of military bounty lands of 100 acres from 
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his father who won it- at the cost of his life- in service under Washington. To secure 

a deed to the lands, young Woodbridge goes from Concord, Mass., to Mesopotamia, a new 

®@ settlement in the west. Everyone from Shuldane, an unscrupulous land speculator, to 
the local storekeeper try to do young Tom out of his property, but Tom, a very deter- 
mined character, not only gets his own land but fortifies other claimants in their de- 
mands. He also marries Veronica Shuldane, his enemy's only child, in a strange wedding 


in which the preacher is at the business end of a shot-gun.... A lot for your money, 
merchandise-wise. 
September 16 ; 
Thacher, Russell Macmillan 
THE TENDER AGE $3.50 


* A long weekend in the lives of the Dedricks which provides a verbatim drama 
of the folks at home as seen through the eyes of Bunny (Howard, Jr.), a miserable 
seventeen. For Bunny reflects all of the awkward vulnerability of this age, the too 
conscious embarassment of inexperience, the knowledge without the savvy of the adult 
world to which he is exposed. And while Bunny is a steadier character than J.D. Salin- 
ger's Holden Caulfield, he faces the insecurity of a home which is splintered by his 
father's affair with a woman in the town. There is his mother's quivering indecision; 
his sister Jan's defiant night out with a local big wheel and the sullied morning after; 
his own attempt to maintain the friendship with Barby- the daughter of his father's mis- 
tress- in spite of the unforgivable situation, and the protectively defensive feelings 
he sustains towards his mother, and towards Jan. The private quarrels wind up to a pub- 
lic scene; Howard leaves home, to return a little later to resume his impaired position 
as head of the family; and it is Bunny, with a superior knowledge who finally shows a 
superior strength and faces his father with terms which silence a bullying recrimination... 
A directly touching portrayal of a marginal age, of understanding which disabuses these 
first affections, of ambivalent desires and divided loyalties, this is recognizable and 

 ) very real. It should attract some of the audience of Zhe Catcher in the Rye 


September 17 V 
Davis, Clyde Brion Lippincott 
THUDBURY, 4 Modern Comedy $3.75 / 


Thudbury exists to demonstrate that the old Order does not yield place to new- 
and dies, the reader feels, still convinced he is right. Private enterprise, controlled 
by the High Mogul; workers, gratefully battening on paternalism; society, pigeonholed 
and untouchable, graciously recognizes the various levels, but does not permit social 
inferiors to cross the line, and so on and so on. The story, with Thudbury and his one 
time schoolmate and later managing editor as central figures, spans the late years of the 
19th century and the half century of the 20th, is an attempt to create a stereotype of a 
Big Man, head of a banking and industrial empire in an upstate New York small city. 
America grows- but Thudbury refuses to change. Why should he; his pattern persists in 
his inward eye, and he is Success, spelled in capitals. There could have been more warm- 
th in the portrait; as it is, the reader views him with detached scepticism and scant 
liking, the flavor- a distinctive one- unpalatable. The high spot of the book (which 
carries its mead of melodrama, romance and adventure) is the cross country automobile 
race, in which our two heroes (7?) race a Mercedes to demonstrate- Thudbury claims- the 
necessity of improving American highways. That they bog down in Nebraska's mud to him 
proves his point, but that they win the race by putting the car, short a damaged cylinder, 
aboard a box car and ride the rails to California, bothers his conscience not a whit. 
Conscience or no conscience, the episode makes entertaining reading, and for that period 
of the book, Thudbury exists. For the greater part, however, this reader found him a lay 
figure, used to dramatize an idea. The farce, for so it must be considered, is never 

@ ‘humorous enough nor ironic enough to make Thudbury another Great Gatsby nor yet a Babbitt 
- and yet we all know people presumably like him. And the panorama of American social 
history contributes to the values of the book. 
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September 17 
Thorne, Anthony Lippincott 
YOUNG MAN ON A DOLPHIN $3 60 

A dolce far niente which lends some playful touches in the improper experiences 
of a proper young Englishman, William Burnett. A delegate for the Lamp (Literary and Mu- 
sical Professions) Club, Burnett escapes a company of celebrities in Venice (Auden and 
Cyril Connolly and Hemingway) to go fishing for a morning on a lagoon, but finds himself 
marooned on the island village of Pescano which is momentarily manless but more than hos- 
pitable in its food and wine and women, who share his attentions and affections. But the 
"perfect, practical commonsense" arrangement breaks down- in satiety for Burnett, in 
jealousy among the womens the husbands return, and are less equably disposed; and Burnett 
is finally sent back to Venice and the demure charm of a Miss van Shriven who had arrived 
with the delegation and stayed on- for him... An innocently sensuous indulgence, with over- 
tones of civilized mockery. 


@ ( 


September 18 


Gallico, Paul Doubleday 
THE SMALL MIRACLE $1.50 


Paul Gallico has the gift for sharing the message of faith which the world 
needs. He did it in Sow Goose, which brought help to many in sorrow. This time- in 
the message that faith is not a perquisite of riches and power, but rather of the poor 
and faithful and loving, he again shares his own confidence. Pepino was a small, ragged 
boy of Assisis; Violetta his beloved donkey. And Violetta was ill, near to death. Pepino 
felt that his beloved Saint Francis alone could save her - but the doubting mortals who 
stood between blocked his efforts- the monk at the gate, the Supervisor within, even the 
Bishop who wanted to offer platitudes instead. Only his parish priest kept his courage 
alive- that and the motto left him by an American soldier- never acgept No for an answer. 
So Pepino goes to Rome- and again meets difficulties- but difficulties that somehow dis- 
appear before the supreme faith of a ragged boy. Permission is given, by the Pope himself. 
And Pepino- and his donkey- are granted entrance to the crypt, by way of a long-closed 
door. At the moment when passage is prepared, the donkey kicks a looséned brick- the wall 
gives way- and, there, concealed some 600 years, is the shabby box bearing Saint Francis' 
initial and holding the simple symbols of a simple faith, a frayed bit of rope, a flower, 
a bird's feather. Here again- the small miracle reminding men today that faith and love 
and poverty are all-powerful. Whether Pepino gets his wish- or achieves the act of giving- 
is left to the reader. A small book- which will gain momentum through the popularity of 
the moving picture. me: 
Tea a d 
North, Sterling San a Doubleday 
REUNION ON THE WABASH $3.50 


In contradistinction to his nostalgic So Dear To My Heart (1947) this is a 
large canvassed family novel with as full a quota of exotics, erotics and erratics as 
any big family could gather under one roof. The "roof" is "Sycamores", estate of the 
late Senator Bigelow secure behind the extra high levees of the Wabash. Jim Bigelow, 
sole surviving son long estranged from his father, comes home to take on the mantle of 
authority, the leadership of the clan. A huge family reunion is planned, despite the 
rampaging Wabash. But the story centers chiefly on the inner conflicts that threaten 
the immediate household which includes not only Jim, fairly newly arrived, but his old 
Aunt Sophie, set on maintaining the Status Quo; Clarence the Wild Boy and his mute mother 
| Hester, guardian of her son, but grieving over the lost daughter; the Vaughans, parasites 
and an odd trio, the wife an alcoholic, the father waiting twenty years in idleness for 
his mother's death- and wealth, the son, an aesthete, fancying himself in love with Jim's 
daughter April; hymn singing Nora, the cook; Natalie Carter, an actress, who brings her © ( 
well-heeled lover to Sycamores to persuade Jim to return to her bed, preferably under 
oonds of matrimony. On the periphery, the young sculptress Jim loves, the old mother, 
Mrs Vaughan, in her dotage, and the doctor, who at 80 still loves her; and the Enemy 
across the river, who plots to breach the levee and let the floods take over. Eventually, 
after the clan reunion breaks up, Nature outwits even the plotters- and the river solves 
of the problems of survival of the fittest... The elements for a half dozen novels are 
here compounded into one, almost too full of conflicts for credibility. 
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Cary, Joyce 4 , Harper 
PRISONER OF GRACE $3.50" 
° 


* A new novel which subdues the broad comedy of earlier books to score- with a 
sharpness which also has its brilliance- the life of a great man as seen through the 
eyes of the little woman. And the drama here of lives which are defined- and confined- 
by the impulse to power in public life has a curious and concentrated fascination. Re- 
placing Gulley Jimson, the contemporary artist, is Chester Nimmo, the contemporary poli- 
tician, a man of inflexible political aspirations and more flexible political principles. 
He marries Nina Woodville at her aunt's instigation, after her seduction by her cousin, 
Jim Latter. It is Nina, from her coign of vantage as Chester's wife who recognizes the 
mask of courtesy which conceals a dangerous, and often vicious, personality. And al- 
though she tries to leave him many times, she is kept at his side- a "prisoner of grace” 
to avoid the scandal which might cloud his career, even though it is Jim she loves and 
whose children she bears... A book which in its situation, and in its handling- which 
is less prolix, should easily attract a wider American audience for a novelist who has 
an already established critical recognition of his highly individualistic talent. 


Baldwin, Faith Rinehart 
THE JUNIPER TREE “ $3.00 © 


Regeneration rather than romance, and glamor giving away to sobriety in the 
story of Dave Barton, and his adjustment to the death of his only son. Dave's grief 
takes him from the bottle, which fails him, to a psychiatrist who also fails, and finally 
to a retreat alone, and away from his wife, in a lodge in the woods. His indifference to 
life recedes through his contacts with the simple people around him, and finally in his 
attraction to a young girl, so that eventually his renunciation of the girl enables him 
to reconcile the earligr loss of his son, and he returns to his old life.... If not the 
easy escape one might expect, this is still undemanding. 


September 22 


Petersen, Herman Crowell 
THE ROAD $3.00 


Between Utica and Binghamton in the latter part of the 19th century, living in 
"back of the swamp", the Bartys were harried by the Hugginses, as were their neighbors, 
who stole cattle, terrorized the community and who always stuck together. Little Hannah 
grew up hating them, until Chet saved her life in the swamp and the boy she loved, Simeon, 
became Chet's good friend but she learned more - that the Hugginses would never forgive 
and that they stopped at nothing to blacken her reputation. While she was growing up, 
especially when one of her suitors was killed, and even after she married Simeon, the 
Hugginses' vengeance pcisoned her name and was the cause of the death of her best friend. 
But when smallpox struck Hahnah got her chance to turn an old enemy into a friend, to 
find that Chet was loyal even to death, and to see her dreams come true when she could 
move from the swamp to the "Road". Upper New York State local history in unpresumptious 
terms, this has a definitely regional feeling - though no flair. 


Bowen, Elizabeth Knopf 
THE LAST SEPTEMBER $3.50 


* A republication, with a new preface, of Elizabeth Bowen's second novel which 
appeared originally in 1929. This, more than any of her works, has a “deep, clouded 
spontaneous source” in her own youth in Ireland during the “troubled times" when guerilla 
guns reverberated against a formal tradition which has its direct reflection here. For it 
is the succession of tennis parties and dances, teas and visits which frames and stirs the 
life within Danielstown, the home of the Naylors, imperiously and at times imperviously 
Anglo-Irish aristocrats whose social snobberies extend as well to the British officers 
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garrisoned there. Among them is Gerald, who falls in love with their niece Lois, Lois 

who is impressionably and wishfully romantic, anxious to match the absolutism of Gerald's 

love. And that “lovely, too mortal month" comes to its close with Gerald's death, and @ q 
the burning of the house which is to free Lois for the future of which she is still so un- 

sure, while for the Naylors there is only the desolate destruction of a world which is 

both substance and symbol... The narrative here is fragmentary- to a point of fraility: 

but there is once again the matchless pervasiveness of place and time as it touches off 


a private world of expectant emotion and intimation. 
September 22 


Thirkell, Angela Knopf 

HAPPY RETURN $3.50 
The kind hearts-and coronets - and hardy perennials they- (by now in a monkey- 

puzzle of genealogy) is the 23rd of the Barsetshire series of county life. Building up 

to Christmas, 1951, and the New Year, the whole crew is more comfortable that They are 

of the past, that Mr. Churchill is at the helm and that there is a happy return, not to 

the past, but to a time when They do not dominate. Amongst all the social interchange 

of teas and meals and large and small parties, Francis Brandon is told off for his un- 

pleasant treatment of his wife; Eric Swan, a master of the Priory Preparatory School, 

loses his heart to Grace Grantly, but she becomes engaged to young Lord Lufton; and 

Charles Belton, long engaged to Clarissa Graham, takes a decisive step and marries her 

by special license. The young Lord's widowed mother comes out of her depression; young 

cleric Parkinson bands them all together when his wife is in trouble; mothers eye their 

young marrieds for granny-fodder; and the Marlings, Warings, Winters, Adamses et al make 

their required appearances in the accustomed, interrupted, garrulous to acid procession, - 

of tradition preserved, the deeper decencies observed and the whole sad distraction of 

food, taxes and domestics. Tremulous to testy, still. ® 





Teilhet, Darwin \s William Sloane 
STEAMBOAT ON THE RIVER $3.50 a 


* There's always a place for a Lincoln story and this, which uses his young years 
on the river, has a special appeal. For Horace James Owens finds his homecoming a come- 
jowner after three years at school in Philadelphia, sees his father and mother and the 
| shipyard as pathetic things in contrast to his rich eastern relatives, but decides to 

stick with the fortunes of the 7alisman, the new river boat ready to be delivered. Mis- 
fortunes come by the bushel - the yard is burned, Horace's father breaks his leg en 
route to St. Louis, and the delivery of wily Capt. Bogue's cargo up the Sang'maw into 
| [ilinois is spoiled by the presence of Thankful who at 17 is no sweeter than when she 
was younger. But the walking steamboat has worse in store when rains fail and the river 
falls, when the pilot decamps and the chance to return home seems lost - and it is here 
that Abe Linkern and the Illinois Suckers help to turn the trick. Abe placates the irate 
landsmen and a diehard millowner, improvises means to get the 7alisman through a flash 
flood, persuades slow-spoken Row Herndon to pilot the craft, gentles young Owens into 
‘esponsibility and pride of achievement and makes an impress of greatness on the boy. 

50 that Horace becomes Jim and earns not only the accolade from his father but the 
respect of all. A satisfying yarn with loving, warm sketches of young Abe. 
Y' tHana Carer,aar “I 

September 23 


ve , AS 
,» 


Standish, Robert Macmillan 
A WORTHY MAN $3.50 @ 


A morality tale of the '20's and '30's, this is at its best when highlighting the 
influence the Chinese wield in making or breaking foreigners and their commercial enter- 
merises. The triangle is acted out by David Farrant, upright, honorable and admired by 
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his Chinese associates in the firm of Marshall, who falls in love with Helen, a Marshall 
niece, and Bill Mallard, who loved women and power and with Helen had had a tenuous 
understanding. She comes to Chukiang to tell Bill she is going to marry David and be- 
cause Bill saves her life (in a fire he had started himself to cover.a theft and an af- 
fair with a married woman), she decides to marry him, thereby sending David off the deep 
end. He pulls out of it, and via the Chinese grapevine his luck turns and fortune comes 
his way. Though he is always alert for word from Helen, he marries wealthy Sheila Pic- 
kering, who had always adored him, and proves his feet of clay when she discovers that 
he is still faithful to Helen. While after twelve years of Bill's growing arrogance and 
wild speculation, Helen finds out the whole truth and sends her summons to David who 
decides he is duty bound to stick with Sheila - only Sheila will not have him. Imported 
soap opera, but a sense of reality in the far eastern scenes. 


September-2r OcTrie, (Sv 


Linford, Dee : Morrow 
MAN WITHOUT A STAR Vv $3.50 


Young Jeff Jimson, with luck - and every man's hand - against him, rides the 
rails into Quadrille and there finds that spunk plus morals with quick temper and a 
strong fist to back them up, help him lick the challenge of a land-hogging dictator. 
Jeff's job with Garrett, who, with his shooting gang, wrecks small homesteader after 
small homesteader and fixes things so that they can't even own branded cattle, comes to 
an end as he learns of the mounting offenses, and even though he loves Garrett's pretty 
daughter, Abby. The terrorization of the townsmen continues to the point where mass 
anger spurs the community to action and brings Jeff a chance to stand on his own and 
make a rightful claim for his girl and his land. A story of the old West rather than a 
standard horse opera is marked by some good action, mean toughness and a feeling for 
the injustices of land monopoly that is real rather than fabricated. For the chaps 
who like chaps. 

f : = 
Paradise, Viola (UsttinrwYy Morrow 
TOMORROW THE HARVEST $3.50 


A story of Cape Elizabeth in the post-Revolutionary period told with a pleas- 
ant, unobtrusive old New England style, melding days of hard living and harder religion 
with present-day concepts of guilt and growth, at times somewhat consciously. Ever 
since Dorcas Willett was kissed by Joshua Sheppard as a child, she felt marked for him 
just as the trees on her grandfather's land were marked for the king, but in neither 
instance was the ownership ever fulfilled. Knowing Joshua for what he is, and knowing 
that Dorcas wants him, Grandfather Willett wills his goods and land to Dorcas. When 
Dorcas offers to take the Widow Sawyer and all her children into her newly inherited 
house rather than have the family scattered - at a paupers' vandue - she learns the 
shallowness of her calculating lover, who marries elsewhere. At first she resents her 
loss, but through Melissa Sawyer's bounty of spirit and heart, she grows from a guilt- 
ridden girl to whom any pleasure is sinful to a woman ripe for love, and with her own 
bounty to give. The neighbors, some fearful, some kind, the schoolmaster and parson, 
are real here, and there is a good flavor to the book. The harvest comes to Meliisa 
when peddlar Chapman asks her to marry him - a sad blow to Dorcas, who has grown to 
love the children and Melissa; to Dorcas it comes at last through Adam Grant, her bro- 
ther's best friend, who after the loss of his beloved wife turns to her to mother 
his children, whom she has taught with others in her school, and to cherish for himself. 
A woman's story, with a quiet, steady attraction. 
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September 25 


Franken, Rose Doubleday a 
THE FRAGILE YEARS $3.00 2 


Claudia- still coming of age (in what has probably been the longest delayed 
action adolescence on record) and coming out of the depression which followed the death 
of Bobby, her eldest (opus previous). And the familiar cast carries on a practised con- 
tinuity; they move out of Julia and Hartley's town house to find a place of their own- 
in Greenwich- and an old house with an 18th century hip roof catches their hearts; they 
help Candy, who is living nearby, adjust to her mother-in-law and John's departure for 
Korea; Bertha overdoes it, and injures a limb, and Claudia manages to manage alone; and 
they face yet another unanswerable grief when Julia and Hartley, closer than they had ever 
been, crash on a plane bringing them back from a summer abroad... Not the best in this 
series, but believe me- those enduring young charms carry to a wide feminine public. 


Doubleday 


Hamilton, Patrick 
THE WEST PIER $3.00 
The first of a series of novels which gives all the unlovely particulars of the 

successful career of Ernest Ralph Gorse, a swindler. From his first misdemeanours in a 
boys' school, Gorse moves on to larger things in London where he picks up Esther Downes 
on the West Pier, a pretty girl of poor circumstances who has, however, a cache of some 
eventy pounds. Through some precise and persuasive moves, Gorse succeeds in discrediting 
his friend Ryan with Esther, who rather prefers the more personable Ryan, in securing her 
savings for the purchase of a car, and in ditching her in a hotel where she is left hold- 
ing the bag- he had given her- without the price of the last tea they had shared together 
....- A meticulous and merciless scrutiny, closely observed in a record of greater precis- 
ion than animation. Patrick Hamilton may well be remembered for the play Angel Street~ 
which became Gasiight on the screen, and the earlier novel Hangover Square 


Doubleday 


Norris, Kathleen 
SHADOW MARRIAGE $2.75 

The price you pay- when you marry for money, in the story of Georgia Rogers, 
vho is not as venal as this might indicate but the young and widowed mother of two child- 
‘en and understandably susceptible to the charms of Philip Duryea, a millionaire at large. 
But while marriage brings an endless round of social functions and expensive furnishings, 
it excludes her boys- in whom Philip takes no interest- and happiness, as Philip retains 
a bored indifference- even to her. And when she falls in love with Beau MacNeill, his 
cousin, he refuses her the divorce she wants- even though she is carrying Beau's child, 
and Beau dies before she secures her freedom leaving her to an empty life of luxury with 
Philip... This should make all those women in their Hooverettes feel a lot better- and 


they're the ones who will read it, rentally. 


Rinehart 
SING FOR YOUR SUPPER | / /  $3-00 


* No siren song, but rather the third martini lament of the manless woman- in 
what always adds up to a man's world after all, as Jane Dunn, after eighteen years of 
narriage, loses the man she never loved- but liked to have around- when Rod asks for a 
livorce. For here, in apt to disabused terms, is the lonely world of.the divorcee, the 
tigma of her status and the insecurity of her position which Jane shares with her oldest 
friends, April and Judy. For April, who had always liked her freedom and had shed her 
qusband and her children, there's Danny, who is even harder to hold. And for Judy, 
there's the half a loaf of an affair with a man hiding behind the protection of his wife. 
While for Jane, there's the second meeting with the man she'd hero-worshipped as a girl, 
the turbulence of a first love and a first love affair which loses its glow in the 

reality of his obligations to his wife and his children... Light fiction, in more seri- 
ous terms, and a knowing, affecting appraisal. Rentals, and some sales to the Clare 


Jaynes‘ audience of Instruct My Sorrows. ete. 


Lothrop, Eleanor 
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September 25 ~~ 


































Wallace, Francis ! Rinehart 
®@ FRONT MAN $2.75 =" 


Johnny Stone returns to his alma mater to be the youngest head coach in 
America and finds the major football squad torn by the new deal at the University. 
For football is being turned into big business, the fixers are moving in, and tycoon 
Gitlin is set to rum things his way. But Johnny makes the game his, puts the gambling 
joints out of bounds, revamps the team from the T to the single wing formations, and 
gets the cooperation of the fabulous freshman, Stan Coates. Besides the games - won 
and lost - there is the handling of Gitlin's daughter, firebrand Penny, Johnny's secre- 
tary, Ruth, and of the scandal when Stan's uncle is murdered, when the team breaks 
bounds and makes the jail. Johnny's mousetrap plays get him kidnaped by the syndicate, 
the team works its heart out for the missing coach - and right triumphs over might. 
Rough and tumble and ready for currently distasteful disclosures in the sporting worlds. 


September 29 


Wilson, Angus Viking 
HEMLOCK AND AFTER $3.00 


After two critically acclaimed books of short stories, Mr. Wilson has had 
the good fortune and talent not to write a short-story-writer's novel. He has in fact 
produced something reminiscent of Point Counter Point, although not so good nor so 
skillful. The tale of the many lives and defeats of Bernard Sands, greatly respected 
and successful novelist, humanist and homosexual, a man of ideas who has temporarily 
defeated the woman of action to whom he is married, is clever, extremely unpleasant 

@ and very well written. All the elements of Bernard's life are presented separately, 
they come together and clash, and, when they again disperse, they pull him apart. At 
the same time, those very same components re-awake and restore his wife who concludes 
his many plans after his death. Reviews will undoubtedly be good and sales, too, should 
be good among a smallish literary group, but its sheer unpleasantness (both in point of 
view and in incident), and particularly its dwelling on the subworld of homosexuality, 
will definitely restrict its audience. There will be no denial however that this is 
dexterous, if cold, writing. 


rare 
September 7” 
Bolton, Isabel Scribner 
MANY MANSIONS $3.00 


A rather mannered, meditative backward look when Margaret Sylvester, who is 
eighty, and living alone in the anonymity of a small room in a hotel, surveys the ra- 
ther wasted landscape of her life. For in her youth, there was the brief, intense love 
affair with her Uncle Lucien, and its aftermath of severance and sorrow, the child she 
bore in a convent in Italy and the adoption which was arranged to finish off this in- 
discretion in secrecy. Avoiding passion- and marriage- in the years which followed, 
she settled in New York- at the turn of the century, allowed the friendship with Felix, 
faithful and gentlemanly, to progress no further, and finally settled her money on a 
child she'd never seen, to withdraw from the world- and to die alone.... Here is the 
flux of past and present in a rather faded testament-for all its associative imagery 
and stylized appointments and many, many flower arrangements- iris, arbutus and even 

eo acanthus. But Miss Bolton, whom one often feels is under the influence of Edith Whar- 
‘ ton, never gets beyond a certain drawing room elegance and withered gentility.... 
There has been critical enthusiasm, however, for her previous titles. 
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September ot 


Holmes, Clellon Scribner 
GO $3.00 


In the shadowy New York world of rundown Times Square bars, bop joints like the @ 
Go Hole infested with marijuana pushers, and loft apartments, Paul Hobbes- a struggling 
writer finds himself caught in the disordered lives of his friends. There's Pasternak, 
closest to Paul, intelligent and "successful" because he has completed his first book; 
Stofsky, a sensitive homosexual, reading Blake by day and drinking himself into insen- 
sibility at night; Verger, a theological student, dying of tb; Agaston, whose dissipa- 
tions between Times Square and the Village amounted to legend; Winnie, trying to take 
the cure; Christine, loyal to Pasternak in spite of her distrust of his way of living 
and her ties with her husband and children; and Kathryn, Paul's wife, who gives herself 
to Pasternak but considers her marriage shaken only when she discovers Paul's secret 
correspondence with Lisa- whom the reader never meets.... A close-up of lost intellect- 
uals, living in a narcotic, alcoholic daze, but pile brawl upon brawl, orgy upon orgy, 
and even violence will pall. 


LAW SIDE- RAW HIDE- FAW SIDE 





August-26. 6 TT unrdate cf 
q 1-7 
i> | 
Shannon, Jimmy , Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE DEVIL'S PASSKEY : $2.75 


Well - here's Ruff Boy Morgan, newspaperman turned PI, whose tangles with a 
wrestler land him in the chase for the fomula for a cheap, potent narcotic. Its inven- 
tor is killed, Ruff hits it off, and out, with the dead man's curvy secretary, biffs 
and bangs with a dope runner, and finds how high the ladder of protection goes when 


racket master Brock calls the turns. Tough as nails - and just as unpalatable: or @ 
we're under the spell of Spillane. i] 
September ¥ UV 
Wilmot, Robert Patrick Lippincott 
BLOOD IN YOUR EYE Y ee 


What happens, and lots does, when Steve Considine, a shamus, is assigned to 
wetnurse a hallucinatory drinker through a bout with the bottle which ends in murder. 
While Gillespie, his charge, disappears into the violent ward of a hospital, Considine 
roughs it up with some characters met in a bar, tumbles for Carla- suspect in her asso- 
ciations with them, and finally gets his answer to the murder in party affiliations 


and liquidations. Obdurate, obstreperous too. 7 
September 17 
Mystery Writers of America, Inc. Harper 
MAIDEN MURDERS 1 $3 00 


A collection, prefaced by Lawrence G. Blochman and introduced by John Dickson 
Carr, which assembles’ the first published short story of the authors included, who, in 
turn, provide a short paragraph which describes the where, why, when and how of the wri- 
ting. A goodly fistful of ranking names - Pentecost, Simenon, Boucher, Queen, de Ja 
Torre (whose fine bit of fancy turns Dr. Samuel Johnson into a sleuth in the Hebrides) , 
Blochman, Veronica Parker Johns, Stuart Palmer (Hildegarde Withers' first appearance (which 
scared hell out of the Metropolitan Museum) in print), Lawrence Treat, Keeler (from 1914 
with a strangler strangled story), August Derleth - and nine others. Stanley Ellin tosses 
in a gruesome gourmet, Kenneth Millar uses the Navy Air arm for a murderous mother, Willi 
Gault pits a scaredy man against graft, the Princes tape a city panic, David Alexander has 
a grim tale in a Good Friday lynching, Ruth Wilson's unnecessary bride outthinks a iethal 
bridegroom, Jerome Barry lets the police win with a fourth degree, Joseph Fishman goes in- 
side a penitentiary where a deputy warden proves tougher than his hardened criminals, and 
Day Keene varies the mad scientist theme. Some had novels published before their first 
short story, others are making a first showing in this - and the whole, if uneven, has 
its interest in special starters. 





te 
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September 18 
Bloomfield, Robert Doubleday 
VENGEANCE STREET $2.50 


Researcher-scientist Mark Bennett holds out for the guilt of Dean Whalen in 
the jury panel, is approached by a fixer and the attempt at bribery results in a mis- 
trial. A deliberate accident kills Mark's son and when Mark finds there is no coopera- 
tion in the local political circles, he studies up on the town's record, tapes the vice 
and returns to find Wralen acquitted. From then on Mark is the scapegoat, but determined- 
ly, logically he tracks down leads to organized crime, makes false starts and finds dead 
ends before he hits the top man of the corrupt ring. Plausible and effective. 


September 19 
O'Rourke, Frank Random House 
GUNSMOKE OVER BIG MUDDY $2.50 


* The time of graft and lies that affected the once great and proud tribe of the 
Sioux is the setting for the clash between Holbrook, out to avenge his brother's death, 
and the vicious element in the Dakota Territory. In his lonesome way, bucking bad odds, 
he finds friends, is persuaded to help the immigrant settlers and with the silent assist 
of a little fella of a judge, whips the area clean. Literate, landwise and likable. 


September 22 
Cooke, David C. -d Dutton 
BEST DETECTIVE STORIES OF THE YEAR-1952 $2.75 


A roundup of the year's best which is also a line-up of perennial practition- 
ers in this field. Among them are Stuart Palmer's Miss Withers, Craig Rice's John J. 
Malone, Lawrence Blochman's Dan Coffee, Octavus Roy Cohen's Florian Slappey, and Ellery 
Queen's Ellery Queen. while James Helvick, Roy Vickers, Victor Canning, Cyril Hare and 
Allan Vaughan Elston help provide some steady, standard entertainment for a market you 
can spot by now. 


September 24 
Canning, Victor M.S. Mill 
THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN FLIES $3.00 


The moral - and dangerous - situations that beset Edward Furse, an Englishman 
on his uppers and not averse to smuggling, when the chance to retrieve a fortune in 
gems comes his way, are the core of a story laid in post-war Holland. For the police 
are trailing the jewels and he has two other ruthless competitors, but when his search 
brings trouble to a nice Dutch farming couple, he sticks with his conscience - and his 
girl - and moves over to the right side. Fully atmospheric and neat in construction. 


September “7? e/27 
Simon & Schuster 


Judd, Cyril 
GUNNER CADE $2.75 
More pomp than circumstance to the story of Gunner Cade, “consecrate Brother 
in the Order of Arms", and loyal to the Emperor, when he is captured by some.commoners 
and tagged as an impersonator in his attempt to rejoin his Chapter. Making his way to 
the Gunner Supreme, to the Power Master, and finally to the Emperor, he confronts 
treason in high places and only after his thorough disillusionment rebels against the 
Order and frees the earth from its tyranny.... Gunner's a fairly simple sort, and his 
adventures may seem silly rather than startling. 

















-432- HOt - FICT ree July 15, 1952 


MUST BOOK , 


September ie @ : 


Farrar, Straus & Young 


Shirer, William L. 
MID/CENTURY JOURNEY $3.50 

* Report repeated from Page 242 of the April lst bulletin, as follows. This 
book, which is now the Literary Guild selection for October, has this impetus towards 
a wider market... "The author of Berlin Diary turns his perceptive eye and mind on the 
Europe of 1950-1951, at the mid century mark. This is a more philosophical and con- 
templative appraisal, a less personal and anecdotal one than might have been anticipa- 
ted. He shares little with his reader of what he saw and did, but shares instead the 
conclusions he has drawn, and gives a backward look at those forces in history that 
have produced the conditions- history that, after a slow evolution produced in a short 
time profound changes. This is the theme of his story. He takes one with him first to 
Austria, which he feels can never live again as a nation; then to France, where an un- 
finished revolution brought defeat and humiliation, not yet resolved. Next to Germany, 
a country he had known intimately,where he sees again evidence that Naziism and the old 
German disease survive, the new West German republic only a facade while the Allied con- 
trol does nothing. England he sees as the result of a generation of complacent refusal 
to face reality, now at a point of exhaustion (for which we should share the blame). The 
Conservatives cannot undo history. In the European Union, despite Britain's abstention, 
he sees hope for the future:- a limping start in the powerless Council of Europe, but a 
tangible evidence in the European Army and N ATO, in S HA P E under Eisenhower, in 
the Schuman Plan. Finally, returning to America, he acknowledges evidences of coming of 
age, but deplores our unsolved problems of distribution, the schizophrenia of our think- 
ing, the atmosphere of intolerance and fear, our ignorance of history, our moral cowardice. | 
We must prove ourselves- now. Shirer's name carries weight to counterbalance a public @ 
apathy toward books that make us think." 





A Healthy Horoscope 


Consuelo Vanderbilt Balsan’s THE GLITTER AND THE GOLD (Harper) has the cachet of prestige 
and strong publisher promotion for a starter; Edna Kaehele's LIVING WITH CANCER (Doubleday) 
may not carry to the cancer-shy public but is a hopeful, helpful object lesson; Timothy 
Mulvey's THESE ARE YOUR SONS (McGraw-Hill) may not override its Catholic impress but is 
a warmly moving narrative of the boys in Korea and will have the backing of the publishers; 
Dorothy Hewlett’s ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING (Knopf) will satisfy the more serious biogra- 
phy reader; again for a more intellectual market, Arthur Koestler’s autobiography- ARROW 
INTO THE BLUE (Macmillan); adventure and anthropology in Sir Arthur Grimble’s WE CHOSE 
[THE ISLANDS (Morrow); an enchanted evening with the popular Pinza~ ACROSS A CROWDED WORLD 


‘Doubleday); the low man in some high spot travel- H. Allen Smith's LONDON JOURNAL (Double- 
day! the Viking non~fiction leader in ACROSS THE SPACE FRONTIER (Viking) which Cornelius 
Kyan has edited from the Collier's symposium... Who could ask for anything more?- not we. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
August 18 
Mantoux, Etienne Scribner 
THE CARTHAGINIAN PEACE $3 .00 


For economists,politicians and historians, this discussion of the Treaty of 





| Versailles (which Churchill termed the "Carthaginian peace") in relation to Keynes' [he © | 
sconomic Consequences of the Peace eontains some able thinking. Written by a young 

| Frenchman who died shortly before the second World War's peace with Germany was made, 

Mantoux discusses Keynes' critique in view of the treaty, the men who created it- 
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notably Wilson, and the unsuccessful attempt to carry out the reparation agreements. 
Keynes indicated in his thesis that these reparations could not be made, that the life 
of Germany would be seriously crippled if the economic demands were fulfilled, that the 
economic factor was more important than the political question of boundaries. The up- 
rising of a revived and revengeful Germany was a fear of less consequence.... The book 
has many thoughtful indications for further analysis and has its parallel for the peace 
which followed World War II where once again economic rather than political issues were 
emphasized. Limited to the above market. 


September 4 


Segy, Ladislas A. A. Wyn 
AFRICAN SCULPTURE SPEAKS $7.50 


A beautifully executed art book, in which the author gives a general view of 
the African world picture, demonstrates its connection with African sculpture, and con- 
siders the sculpture ethnologically, psychologically, and aesthetically. Art is both an 
expression of religion and indeed an active element in religious and social observances 
(for example, the masks of initiation ceremonies), and an expression of man's desire to 
sublimate, his “will to form". The animistic principles, the presentation of emotions, 
are related to the hidden feelings of members of “civilized” societies - hence their 
value. As works of art "in the round", as expressions of a plastic language, they are 
notable, and have influenced modern European art. The author discusses the art from the 
collector's point of view as well, and includes an appendix of style regions, biblio- 
graphy, and index. Over 275 reproductions of West African sculpture. 


Announcing for September 6 


Hayden, Arthur A. A. Wyn 
CHATS ON ENGLISH CHINA $2.00 


A new and revised edition of a definitive collector's guide- with new and 
larger illustrations. The original edition has been long out of print. 


September 8 


Laird, Donald A. & Eleanor C. McGraw-Hill 
PRACTICAL SALES PSYCHOLOGY $4.00 


A briefing, or a brush-up, for hustlers- which in its first section, gives 
something of the historical background and wide growth of this career,the types and types 
of patter which at one time stereotyped the salesman, and the more modern methods of 
sales training. The Lairds then give a spot lesson in salesmanship which includes a 
four point program; friendliness, building up the customer, inspiring trust, and making 
it easy for your customer to decide. There are possible problems and situations to 
challenge your aptitudes, and some extensive personality catechisms... If you're sell- 
ing, you may be buying. 


September 10 
Wallach, Ira Henry Schuman 
HOPALONG FREUD RIDES AGAIN $2.75 


The expected, obvious overload of parodies (vide his previous How To Be Delir 
iously Happy. 1950 and Hopalong-Freud (1951))this time attacks successful salesmanship, 
the muckraking "confidential" titles, (nursery schools here are the shame of our nation), 
sex books (proving man is the wrong sex), diet and health (Hi, Hauser), Iron Curtain es- 
capes. There are take-offs, too, of Jean-Paul Sartre and Tennessee Williams plays, of 
Jones' Here To Eternity, Mickey Spillane, New Yorker pieces, science-fiction and God 
and Man At Yale ~a@ large cargo of direct, if unsubtle, hits. If you like your humor 
with a heavy hand (sledgehammer attached) and some goaty ribaldry - this is it. 
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September 12 


Howard, Leon University of California @ r 


VICTORIAN KNIGHT-ERRANT $5.00 


The high quality of Mr. Howard's prose sets in glowing terms this "Study of 
the Early Literary Career of James Russell Lowell". An experiment in literature as a 
medium for historical research, this study takes Lowell as its central theme, from his 
boyhood through the "wasteland" of his departure from the post-abolitionist fervor, 
marked by the death of his wife and his acceptance of the "wisdom of the market place" 
wherein he would find his place in the world, know its limitations, and write within | 
them. The researcher's complete immersion in this period- as well as in Lowell- lights 
the personal, social, historical and aesthetic elements that made Lowell the man he was, 
and in turn, generated his influence on the world in which he lived. Coleridge, Keats, 
and the romantics come to life as young Lowell studied them and enjoyed them, Emerson 
through his bout with transcendentalism, Spenser through his identification with the 
Knight of the Red Crosse- and other literary influences course through Lowell's develop- 
ment as he absorbed them, or changed them, or discarded them. 1842 and the days of 
perilous publications saw Lowell in his first attempts at marketing what he had written, 
and in preparing him for his hard fling with the abolitionist cause... An appreciative 


and definitive study, and a dependable backlog for reference. 


September 15 v 


Barber, Olive Crowell 
THE LADY AND THE LUMBERJACK $3 .00¢/ 
An unabashed story of marriage which has for its background the logging camps 
of Oregon offers a frank picture of. the adjustments between an ex-school teacher and a @ ( 


he-man logger. The author found not only a new life but new words and new friends when 
she married Curley Barber, lost him his job when she told off the foreman's wife, and 
learned to take the life of the camps in her stride. There was the trouble of morale 
in the winter, the payday problems, the question of Ploot, Curley's best friend and 
worst companion, accidents which landed Curley in the hospital and sent them to a stump 
ranch, the return to logging and life on a floathouse and the whole picture of woods 
knowledge that she had to absorb. Thoroughly human, unpretentious and likeable. 


Balsan, Consuelo Vanderbilt a fae 
$4 .00 


THE GLITTER AND THE GOLD 


Gamble on the snob appeal element in your community in determining the sales 
attraction of this autobiography of Consuelo Vanderbilt- for many years Duchess of Mal- 
borough and one of the fabulously wealthy women of the world. Gamble too on the current 
interest in a world that has passed, a world of virtually unrestricted wealth with all 
its story-book concomitants- footmen, butlers, ladies' maids, governesses, grooms, yachts, 
private cars, special privileges with capital letters. But here was no passport to 
happiness. Consuelo Vanderbilt, still in her teens, was virtually a prisoner of her 
mother's ambition. She was to start the wave of American heiresses "sold" to British 
nobility. Fortunately, she had the wit and wisdom beyond her years to make a place for 
herself in high circles, court, society, politics- and when her marriage failed, in the 
field of good works. Travel- education for her role - a perceptive awareness of people 
and places and the significance of events beyond surface impressions make her memoirs 

. rich depository of fifty years, most of it spent in a Europe on the brink of disaster, 
still cherishing ancient shibboleths; of a youthfully experienced America, behind the 
bars of wealth - Fifth Avenue, Newport, Long Island prisons of so-called privilege. It 





is not a happy picture- this- but undoubtedly for its pinpoint recall an accurate close- 
ip of a lost world. 
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September 15 


Stearns, Osborne Putnam Regnery 
PARIS IS A NICE DISH $3.50 


A radio broadcaster's script on some Parisian pieces de resistance, with an 
interim commentary on sites and restaurants, transportation and trips, historical 
characters, celebrities and chefs. There are meats and sauces, vegetables and desserts, 
hors d'oeuvres and pastry in a tasty intinerary which progresses from croissants to 
onion soup to French pancakes. Mr. Stearns ruminates with no particular subtlety, but 
his gastrcuomic indications may appeal to fussier cooks and consumers. 


Eberhard, Wolfram Henry Schuman 
CHINESE FESTIVALS $2.50 


In this publisher's Great Religious Festivals Series, this is a simple and 
reverent recording of the Chinese religious cycle of the year which is- symbolically- 
the cycle of life. The six principal Chinese festivals are described here as they 
were celebrated in the ‘20's, before the Nationalist government opened its fight against 
"such superstitions". And from the Chinese New Year which lasts two months, to the 
dragon boat festival, the mid-autumn festival, the spring festival, the Feast of the 
Souls and the Sending of the Winter Dress, these ceremonials, their gods and demons, 
their ritual and dances, their customs and legends, and their derivation and meaning are 
interpreted for a western world.... For a special market, chiefly reference. 


September 16 


Miller, Max, Commander U.S.N.R. Dutton 
ALWAYS THE MEDITERRANEAN $3.50 


The Sixth Fleet of the U.S. Navy cruises around the Mediterranean, with no 
home base, training and working with the navies of the various countries and maintain- 
ing an impartial, friendly courtesy towards all while on display. Miller was on this 
duty, and says that he wants to present a picture of the Mediterranean today as well as 
in myth, legend and history, so that through its tempestuous past we may know what to 
expect in the future. To do this, he takes us sailing with the Navy to Istanbul, 
Beirut, Crete, Athens, the islands off Italy, and along the coasts of Italy, Africa and 
the south of France. Miller writes with his usual casual familiarity which is not above 
personal prejudices and quirks; the Greeks could build the Acropolis, but how would they 
have managed with electrical wiring; Titus was fine on the Colosseum, but could he have 
fixed a motor bike; etc.,etc.,and his view of the Mediterranean countries- peopled with 
crooked restaurateurs and taxi-drivers, representatives of the State Department and the 
U.N.- may do more harm than good. > 
September 17 
Hildreth, Gertrude Howell |. , Harper 

EDUCATING GIFTED CHILDREN $3.50 


A full and at all times fervent description of the Hunter College Elementary 
School ("the Genius School") where the median I.Q. is 150 and where a special program of 
education has been developed for a young generation of brainbusters. The school was 
started in 1941, on the premise that mentally gifted children deserve a special kind of 
schooling that will develop their powers and groom them for their future among the intel- 
lectual elite. The appraisal here, in a book which is largely for the professional edu- 
cator)/covers the organization of the school; the basis of admission; the staff and plant 
and facilities; the curriculum and goals; the teachers and the teaching techniques; the 
instruction in subject matter and academic skills as well as the many school activities, 
the community experiences which play their part in what is an enriched teaching program. 





And for those possibly concerned with the social behaviour of these intellectual youngsters, 


there's every indication that their adaptation is superior and that their personalities are 
particularly attractive.... There has been a certain amount of possibly captious criti- 
cism of this experiment- which is fully outlined and justified here. 
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Kaehele, Edna Doubleday 
LIVING WITH CANCER $2.00 


* An intense, intimate and vulnerable record of life- in the expectation of 
death as Mrs. Kaehele, in her thirties and the mother of four fatherless children, was 
given a verdict of six months to live in 1946. From the first recoil from herself, from 
the reality she could only partially accept, from the fear of cancer which was far worse 
than its actuality, this traces the months ahead; the return home to Ohio, to her sister 
Dorothy whose determined, vigilant struggle for her survival she could not disappoint- 
and to a Dr. Scot who tried radiation, radium surgery, and finally an experimental radium 
chloride therapy but who gave her up as she wasted away from 145 pounds to 90. This does 
not mute the despair of these weeks which were lived from day to day, of the ways in 
which time was killed as well as pain, of the realization that the cancer was a sickness 
of the mind as well as body. But in her will to live she found an antidote not to the 
disease- which is still active- but to the immediate death that science predicted, and 
faith refuted, and also found a way back to a life of reasonable activity. It is this 
which gives the book its importance and inspiration for the many who are facing a 
disease more frightening in its connotations than it need be. 


September 18 


Weiss, Margaret R. Pellegrini & Cudahy 
THE TV WRITER'S GUIDE $3.95 


A work book for the writer new to the TV medium (not new to writing) which 
besides analyzing the demands, characteristics and limitations of TV makes use of 
actual production scripts in various types of programs as models and illustrations. 
How to break into TV writing, how to display your material professionally, the special 
writing tools and tricks of TV, how to market and protect your brainchildren - these 
are discussed in detail and the shooting scripts cover a one hour adaptation, a half 
hour original drama, a half hour comedy, a dramatic sketch, a musical continuity, a 
children's show, a news round-up, a public service show, commercials and a science- 
fiction show. There's plenty to study here and a TV dictionary and a bibliography 
add to its value. Reference, classroom and home study. 


Ellis, Havelock Random House 
SEX AND MARRIAGE $3.00 


Never before printed in book form, these articles and essays were written hy 
the author at different times throughout his life and published in various periodicals 
and scientific journals. All prophetic for their time, all based on the imminent, 
though now dated, sexologist's belief that life cannot be reverenced without an under- 
standing of sexual drives, the essays include discussions on the many facets of marriage, 
sexual life in women, parents as sex advisers, birth control, frigidity, the sex patterns 
of primitive tribes and so forth. And, philosophical rather than factual (Ellis speaks 
far more of the morals than the hows and whys of birth control, sterilization, divorce), 
contemplative of much of the earlier work done in the study of sex- Freud and the debt 
we owe him for the frank recognition of drives, Westermarck, Malinowski- this is more to 
be read by the Ellis student and the well versed theorist than a beginner with the birds 
and bees. In the chapter "Parents as Sexual Advisers" there are a couple of good case 
nistories corroborating the author's cry for a more sensible give and take of knowledge, 
but it is statement more than development and the searcher finds he will have to wander 
afield. It's good Ellis, but the writer's head is in the clouds of escape from Victor- 
ianism that are too thin to water today's problems. 
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September 22 






































CAREERS IN COMMERCIAL ART $4.00 


The author, as Instructor, N.Y. School of Industrial Art, panoramas the infin- 
ite number of special, selected phases within the large field of commercial and industri- 
al art and describes the various careers available to the student or young worker. From 
signpainting, show cards and lettering, on to typography, book jackets and magazine cov- 
ers, through posters, packaging and the many types of designing - textile, fashion, 
stage, etc. -on to cartooning, illustrating, jobs in an advertising agency and with the 
government, this also includes information on tools and techniques, on guidance that is 
to be had, and the qualities that are necessary for getting - and keeping jobs in these 
professions. There is sufficient coverage in each category to make this an excellent 
reference for the teaching staff in industrial art schools, for students themselves and 
for vocational advisers. Bibliography. 


Ponsonby, Sir Frederick Dutton 
RECOLLECTIONS OF THREE REIGNS $6 .00 


* This is a book of delightful gossip about what went on in the royal household 
of England from 1894 to 1935. Ponsonby served as equerry, assistant private secretary, 
Keeper of the Privy Purse (under George V) and it seems,general odd job man under three 
very different rulers, and he lets us in on how he dealt with decoration hunting Germans, 
inter-household jealousies, visiting dignitaries, the King of Portugal's hot-rod driving 
brother, etc. This is a random miscellany of many charming stories in the hands of a 
gifted raconteur who still observes a necessary discretion. Some particularly nice 
snatches are Queen Alexandra playing golf as if it were hockey, the author's difficulties 
in acting She Stoops to Conquer without offending Queen Victoria's daughters, Sarah Bern- 

® hardt and Queen Victoria's Birthday Book, Queen Mary's "newest fashion" outfit which 
looked definitely 01d fashioned, and most of King Edward's travels. King Edward comes 
off as "the most attractive monarch (upper and lower classes loved him; middle classes 
were often shocked by his actions)". King George is rather the least interesting of the 
three... All in all, Ponsonby's bits and pieces recreate the almost fairytale at- 
mosphere of royal life in years that are farther away than they seem chronologically. 
It's fun- and it will have a certain cachet. 


Whitney, A. Leon F., D. V. M. Holt 
& Underwood, Acil B. $3.50 
THE COON HUNTER'S HANDBOOK 


All about the sport - which the authors feel is becoming nationally more popu- 
lar - and particularly about the dogs used for it, this leads off with an informative sec- 
tion on the raccoon and scotches much misinformation about him, his habits, his charac- 
teristics and his claim to being the national animal. Then the regional differences in 
coon hunting throughout the country, heredity and breeding of treebounds, the question of 
still versus open trailers, raising or buying a dog, training a puppy, the preparation of 
pelts, taking the coon alive, coon cookery and the wind-up of field trials for coon dogs, 
rules and regulations and practices. The illustrations are by Ernest Hart and there is 
an index. For all its how-to aspects, this still has a lot of outdoor, countryside and 
hunting lore to add to its value in the field. 


Aaron, Daniel- £4. Knopf 
AMERICA IN CRISIS $4.00 


A series of fourteen lectures delivered by well known professors in their fields, 
which provided thematic material for an experimental course at Bennington College, Vermont, 
@ entitled "American Response to Crisis" and “designed to bring out the role and operation 
of values in American history". With the accent on how Americans have behaved in crisis, 
a few of the titles are indicative of the breadth of material here chosen to relight some 
of the factors of American history: Jonathan Edwards and the Great Awakening by Perry 
Miller illustrates the growth of group movements in democracy through the religious re- 


® Biegeleisen, J. I., M. A. Dutton 
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vivalists of the 1750's; Louis Hartz's South Carolina versus the United States reiterates 
the yet extant dialectics of minority versus majority rights as they have come down 
through the years since the Civil War; our hesitancies and braveries in medicine and sci- © 
ence are forcefully outlined in Richard H. Shyrock's [he Yellow Fever Epidemics- i793- 
905° Meyer Shapiro's The Armory Show exposes the violent antagonism towards modern art 
in 1913; there is the grip of the fear of flourishing fascism in a country's sick parts 
in Morris Janowitz's Black Legions on the March, The essays juxtapose historical events 
for advantageous and enlightening comparisons, are thought provoking as to courses for 
future action. It is always fortunate to find a collection of the writings of such valid 
historians as these and this in depth and variety is good history and social commentary. 


September 22 


Angle, Paul M. Knopf 
BLOODY WILLIAMSON $4.00 


Some one hundred years in the history of Williamson County, Illinois, and its 
high incidence of lawlessness which had its impetus in family hatreds, labor strife, ra- 
cial prejudice and nativistic narrowness- which are not especially peculiar to this part 
of the country but illustrate the American impulse to resort to violence. Opening with 
the Herrin massacre in 1922, in which some 19 men were killed and one fatally wounded 
when some strikers attempted to stop the operation of a mine, this goes back to the 
Bloody Vendetta which took place in 1868; some incidents of racism in 1900; the ghostly 
gatherings of the Klan and their savage sorties in the '20's under the leadership of S. 
;lenn Young; and the later roadhouse killings and gang warfare which was carried on by 
the famous Shelton brothers and Charlie Birger- who was eventually hung.... A dossier of 
crime and only occasional punishment~ since official incompetence and corruption went 
right along with the notorious misconduct here- this offers more than one object lesson 
ind airs some unsavory elements in our historical past. But an audience is difficult to @ 
designate. 


Bradford, William- | Knopf 
Edited by Samuel Eliot Morison : $6.00 
OF PLYMOUTH PLANTATION 


* The literature of early New England has both magnitude and stature, and this 
fnew edition of Governor Bradford's journal reveals him once again as a writer of dignity 
ind merit. The narrative, which begins with an explanation of the Separatist interpreta- 
tion of the English Reformation, traces their consequent departure to Holland and the cross- 
ing to the new continent in the Mayflower in which Bradford participated. He details the 
life in the colonies from 1621 to 1656; the difficulties of the pilgrims; their dealings 
with the Indian tribes; the merchant ships on which they placed their hopes- often disap- 
pointed; relations with the Puritans and with those who came to swell the small number of 
adventurers, some more inclined to destruction than to peaceful settlement. Here is a 
Bhistory in which to rejoice, a history written by a man of letters and deeds, a leader 
who was instrumental in directing the developments and destinies he records. The moral 
gue draws at the close of momentous events give further seasoning to a style which is full- 
poodied and objective and clear. Samuel Morison's introduction givesa history of the au- 
thor and of the journal, a list of present editions, and some notes which are solid and 
relevant amplify the text. A basic piece of American history and literature- and an hono- 
rable tribute to the men of high courage who founded the colony on Plymouth shores. 





Hewlett, Dorothy ; Knopf 
ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING $6.00 
| * A dispassionate, compassionate, scrupulously researched and sensitively re- @ 
flected life of Elizabeth Barrett Browning, which disciplines much of the romanticism so 


isily attached to this story and presents her as a poet in her own right, with a know- 
gedgeable appraisal of her poems. But through the years of sequestered invalidism which 
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had a partial hiatus after her marriage to Browning, the woman is also fully portrayed 
in the radiance of her intellect and the wide play of emotions- the easily aroused 
anxiety and anguish, the abiding allegiance to those she loved, the sharpened sensi- 
bilities. And this life has its timeless fascination; of the childhood years and the 
first illness which prompted her “happy retirement” in writing; of her devotion to her 
father, whose proud rigidity and "self-exaltation as an instrument of God" was to 

prove inflexible; of the death of Bro, the best beloved brother; of the release in 
poetry and the publication of the Poems in 1844; of the first exhilarating letter from 
Browning which was to bring him into her life, and the constraint of his impulsive, im- 
patient courtship which eventually overrode her father's implacability- “not stone... 
but as immovable as stone"; of the elopement and the flight to Italy and years there, 
the several miscarriages and then the birth of the boy, Penini; the appearance of Aurora 
Leigh in 1857; and the last years of failing health sustained by the constant of Brown- 
ing's gentle care and reverential devotion.... A biography which brings warmth and 
dignity and stature to this life and contributes a literary perspective as well. I1l- 
lustrated with photographs. 


+ September 22 


Morris, Richard B. Knopf 
FAIR TRIAL $5 .00 


A line-up of “Fourteen Who Stood Accused" and a reanimation of past crimes 
which in their trial presentation and testimony still leave a certain reasonable doubt 
in the decisions reached. The incidents here point out and up the "glaring deficiencies" 
in the conduct and procedure of American criminal trials- the prejudices of judge and 
jury; the partisan nature of expert testimony; the discreditization of character and 
discoloration of facts; the determinant of political influence or prestige; etc. etc. 
And over and above the inequities these cases reveal, they hold a definite dramatic 
appeal in their own right. There's Anne Hutchinson who was tried for sedition in 
1637; Captain Kidd whose hearing was an example of arbitrary governmental conduct; the 
questionable treason of Aaron Burr; the barbaroqus elimination of “Old Bogus" Spooner 
and the quieter disappearance of Boston's eccentric Parkman; Lincoln's acquittal of 
Armstrong with an almanac, and John Brown's conviction for a crime he could not possi- 
bly have committed; the Chicago Haymarket massacre and New York's Triangle Fire dis- 
aster; the ineptitude of the state's handling of the Hall-Mills case, and the legal and 
ethical points which still cloud the trial of Alger Hiss; these and others exhume old 
bones but live issues with energy and a sharp disabusal, in which the fallibility of 
witness and juror and judge is scored. Embattled. 


Rand, Christopher Knopf 
HONGKONG: The Island Between $3.00 


From the Vew Yorker where some of these pieces had their original appearance, 
&@ report on that colonial crossroads which in its quiet, expert register of impressions 
and associations and facts provides a montage of the passing scene. For Hongkong, while 
at once an “un-Spartan sink of luxury" and a “deadspot of culture", is vitalized by the 
many groups in flux and in flight. There are Nationalists and Communists and White Chin- 
ese (exiles) and the colonial British- the Churchmen and diplomats with the purblindness 
of tradition, while others have progressed to the new liberalism; there are buildings and 
monuments and restaurants; there are the peaceful slopes of the mountains of Lantao where 
Tibetan monks have found sanctuary; there's the poppyseed of wishful politics against the 
deadly nightshade of Red propaganda; and there's the vast tumult of polyglot peoples and 
interests, of contraband and speculation, which reflects a now venal- now desperate 
struggle for survival. A running commentary which catches up with its subject to provide 
a thoughtful apercu. 











Non-fiction July 15, 1952 





-440- \ 
a | \ \ ty 
Koestler, Arthur \ Macmillan 
ARROW IN THE BLUE $5 .00 
The first volume in Koestler's autobiography, which is written with modesty, @& 


even with irony, and which offers a non-spectacular account of one of the more spectac- 
ular writers of our time. In the years covered, here, from his birth in 1905 to 1933, he 
equates his destiny with the vast changes which paralleled his éarly years- the first 
Russian Revolution, advent of Freud, and the discoveries of Einstein. The only child of 
a somewhat impoverished middle class Hungarian family, Koestler was educated as an engin- 
eer. But with one of those abrupt changes of direction which are so typical of his life,here 
analyzed with acuity, he dropped these studies just before achieving his degree, and emi- 
grated to Palestine. By little more than chance he became a minor journalist there, and 
his career was set. After vagabonding in the Middle East for a few years, he hungered 
for Europe again and turned up in Berlin where he got his first real assignment from the 
House of Ulilstein, the great congeries of liberal publications. The Middle East again, 
Paris, then the position as science editor of an Ullstein paper in Germany, this all pre- 
faced the trip to the Arctic which was followed by his conversion to communism, and con- 
cludes the first volume of this record. In his own words, "I stumbled along my zig-zag 
path pulled in opposite directions by political fanaticism and contemplative detachment... 
Our time has created a field of force rather similar to Pavlov's laboratory... The author 
instead of barking responds to the contradictory stimuli by verbalizing them with books. 
What I have written may be regarded as the chart of an experimental neurosis produced in 
the laboratory of our times." And his book provides a quite fascinating intellectual and 
emotional experience against the montage of the historical and social forces at work in 
Europe through these years. It will attract a thoughtful audience. 


Mulvey, Timothy J. McGraw-Hill 


THESE ARE YOUR SONS — $3.50 

* First hand stories of the stuff of which heroes are made- stories right out of @& 4 
the warp and woof of the Korean War- stories few of which would ever make the headlines 
but that strike one at the heart. Here is no impersonal far off war, but a war of vio- 
lence and terror, devastation and disruption, a war in which ignorant people are caught 
unwittingly. One gets little sense of the enemy as such; one gets rather the day by day 
sense of what little people are going through. There is a lot about isolated instances 
of courage and valor, of heart-warming acts of kindliness, of incredible deeds. The 
stories of our boys and their pitiful efforts to help the children and others weaker 
than themselves are the best in the book. There is some wonderful drama and adventure 
and some superb reportage and the sum total gives one a sense of this is what the Korean 
War is like- "these are your gons". There is a strong Catholic strain throughout- not 
religious exactly, but a flavor of the faith that is theirs peculiarly strong under fear 
perhaps; there are a good many stories of priests who are serving at the front as chap- 
jains. But - if the reader can take it- there are stories for all. 


Partridge, Ballamy . McGraw-Hill 
FILL ‘ER UP! $4.00 


The Story of Fifty Years of Motormmg covers the history of the automobile in 
America from the idea of a light power plant on wheels for propulsion without labor on 
to the present day. There are stories of the first American made gasoline car, the 
Duryea in 1893, of the Chicago Race in 1895, of inventors and subsequent cars, of the 
early restrictions and ordinances against motor vehicles, and of hostile legislation and 
public attitudes. There are steam cars and electric cars, auto shows and clubs, and 
touring events and trophies and the developments in route marking, highway betterment, 
and hotel accomodations. And in the laboratory of speed, in auto racing, there is the 
testing and improving of mechanical details, as cars went from experiment, to expansion 
and expertism. Along with the pioneer aspects of motor travel is the author's own exper- @ 
lence with cars,at first locally and then to the thrill of an across country trip. The 
vutomobile is considered too in its impact on national life and on patterns of living and 
the total effect is a panorama of progress in a new medium. * Of interest to old car fan- 


ciers and motoring enthusiasts. 
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September 22 


Brickhill, Paul Norton 
ESCAPE OR DIE. ! $3.00 


The author of Zhe Great Escape (1950) with eight shorter ones which, if of. 
less magnitude, offer some stout examples of personal perseverance ("illogical pig- 
headedness") and high resource. H. E. Bates introduces the book, which is for the 
benefit of the R.A.F. Escaping Society, eight of whose members accomplished the geta- 
ways during the last war. There's James Dowd, a Friday the 13th victim who came down 
in Cologne and was helped by a frightened Polish prostitute; Anthony Snell who made his 
way across the Alps from Italy into Switzerland; John King's days and nights in the dry 
Libyan desert- the waterhole which saved him a first time, and the Long Range Desert 
Group who found him 100 miles beyond the line; John Whitley who flew with a prepared 
escape kit- and used it; and the “epic of sheer blazing resolution" in which McCormac, 
captured by the Japanese in Singapore, tortured, imprisqned, got clear to make the 
1000 mile passage to Australia through the jungles of Java. These and others provide 
a stirring record of resolve, for an audience which is not as available as it once was. 


September 24 


Grimble, Sir Arthur Morrow 
WE CHOSE THE ISLANDS » $5.00 


* The story of a six-year term of duty in the Gilbert Islands which is recorded 
with humor and heart. When Cadet Grimble, accompanied by his young wife, set out for 
the Islands, he had a lot to learn about British colonial practices and about the lives 
of the Gilbertese. His misdemeanors as a young officer are no funnier than the means 
with which he carried out some of his orders. But more important is the life of the 
islanders, their customs and beliefs which are fully reflected here, and as a man of 
Mataang, a white man, Grimble was often called upon to set things straight. His adop- 
tion into the sun clan- and he was tattooed with impressive ritual- helped him in his 
judicial work but also led to one incident in which he was the victim of a native's 
attempt at sorcery. Octopus hunts, tiger sharks, lend a note of adventure while the 
history and industry of this area are not altogether ignored. But largely this is the 
story of his years there, as arbiter, interpreter and medical aid, and it affords an 
active narrative of personal history and anthropological observation. Illus. with line 
drawings. O/1u4- Hamas lonpet 

September 25 


Lo Pinto, Maria Doubleday 
THE ART OF MAKING ITALIAN DESSERTS $2.75 457 


For more fastidious tastes and fancier occasions, this collection of often 
unpronouncable delectables which in translation come down to Napoleons, tarts, eclairs 
and ices- and even liqueurs. There are small cakes and large, pies and cookies, custards 
and puddings, jams and conserves, fruit desserts and confectionery, ice creams and sher- 
bets, which cannot fail to ingratiate as well as impress... Very much of a specialty item. 


Pinza, Ezio a. ee Doubleday 
ACROSS A CROWDED woRLD / /=>~ Dd [? ' $3.00 


* The currently popular singing star turns in a disarming autobiography which 
is a happily reflective recall of a life, not outstanding in incident particularly, which 
on the whole has been good. The effect is a rags-to-riches theme, for his youth in Italy 
was hampered by poverty, and work in a brick factory, as a carpenter, baker and as a 
bicycle rider filled his days. But his father's superstitious determination that Ezio 
should be a singer won out, only to have World War I put his voice on ice, with the real 
start to come at its finish. There was the marriage to Augusta, a mistake from the be- 
ginning, the chance at La Scala, singing under Toscanini, Walter, and others, South 
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America where Augusta had her baby, and the return to Europe and operatic acclaim. Then 
to the Metropolitan in 1926 and after a Salzburg appearance the hiring of Constance Hope 
to be his publicity agent with the hope of other than operatic roles. And the meeting 
with Doris which led to his present marriage and then, after many frustrations about mov- 
ing pictures - South Pacific and all its success. Not just another recording of a sing- 
er's life, and perhaps not a record, but a personal history that is delight to read which 
should have a good market among his large following and be assured of a sympathetic press. 





September 25 


~ Doubleday 
SMITH'S LONDON JOURNAL $2.75 


* Smith's transatlantic exposure has resulted in some very fine travel talk, 
kindhearted criticism, and droll dialogue for he is low man, humble and ready to learn 
from his betters, and a non-flag waving tourist. He and ,Nelle (and what a problem her 
antipathy for royalty turned out top be) manage a maximum of pleasant friendships, a mini- 
mum of faux pas, and a modicum of sightseeing. Smith's diary turns up all the differences 
in British and American speech (he gets around a London brand of English but suffers de- 
feat in trying to talk Cockney), in customs and social niceties, and records the elegant 
trivia of club life, sporting events and the long-wished for visit to Jeremy Bentham. 

His theories that Shakespeare is an impostor proved a pretty ploy in conversation; he 
reads the newspapers with an eye agleam for tasty bits; he creates a certain feeling 
among the hotel's staff with his radio as he tries to get short wave reception (to get 
the baseball results) and as he tries to listen to an interesting couple next door by 
means of a drinking glass held against the wall; he has an interesting research among the 
reviews of his moving picture Rhubarb; he burrows into his favorite bits of history. A 
capital picture of a capitol, this is wizard reporting. Stone the crows, old boy. 


Philpot, Oliver Dutton © 
STOLEN JOURNEY $4.50 Y 


Smith, H. Allen 





Without the cleancut styling or undeviating singleness of purpose which gave 
e Wooden Horse (Eric Williams- 1950) its high excitement, this repeats the escape per- 
‘ormance of that book and parallels the itinerary which led from Stalag III in Germany to 
sweden. Ollie, who came down with three others on the North Sea off Norway, was picked 
ip by the Germans and sent to Stalag III save for an interim period in another camp in 
Poland. More of a spectator than a participant, he witnessed the escape fever which ran 
igher as the plans petered out, the difficulty of tunnelling which involved the greater 
difficulty of sand dispersal, until the master plan of the Trojan Horse was evolved and 
offered the camouflage which fooled the "goons". Invited to join Bill and Mike in the 
slow, stifling operating of tunnelling, Ollie's final determination to get out overrode a 
eneral disinclination to be caught (and more usually, shot), and after an elaborate pre- 
aration of papers, disguises, routes, the three went under the wire- to travel alone. 
Living on Ovaltine tablets, hiding out in lavatories, passing as Jon Jorgensen, he fi- 
ally reached the seaport Danzig where he jumped ship to Sweden- and was the first to 
succeed in the break from this particular camp.... A well bloodied up, ruddied up nar- 
rative of evasion and definitely a "good show"- but are we whipping a tired horse? 


Dobie, J. Frank Little, Brown 
THE MUSTANGS | $6 .00 


Here is the story of the horse of the West, from its earliest origins in the 
rabian strain, its transplanting by the Spaniards on to the vital part it played in the 
ife of the Indians and pioneers. With a careful discussion of the hereditary strains 
nd of the importance of the horse in the Conquest, this goes on to show how the Indians’ 


= 


~~ 


ear of the "Big Dog" finally vanished and how by robbing corrals they acquired horses @ < 
yr themselves, and by indiscriminate breeding and care started the great herds of wild 
1orses. Then follow the legends of the superb stallions, the epic rides and round-ups, 
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the age of the hardy mustangers and the final disappearance of the now immortal range 
horse. Taken from contemporary accounts and observations, this compiles an annotated 
history of a Western Phenomenon which for all its assiduous research is lively and 
colorful reading. Almost a "must" for the avid follower of range and prairie lore. 


September 25 


Duncan, Bob Rinehart 
THE DICKY BIRD WAS SINGING $3.00 


Here, rather than a history - statistical - of the oil industry, is a history 
- heroical - legends of the men who pioneered the industry in the Southwest. Tall and 
credible tales are told of the doodlebugs, geologists, searchers for and finders of 
oil;lease lenders and the farmers whose land they leased; of the newly rich towns and 
men who profited from the discovery of oil. Robust, ironic, these tales are a part of 
American folklore. The reader, with the author, will mourn the passing of the legen- 
dary figures as the machine took over the industry and man became its keeper. It is 
Paul Bunyan, the greatest hero of all, who sadly realizes at the close of the era that 
heroes and machine-keepers can never get along together, and after a contest fatal to 
his wolf, takes off for the forest, leaving the industry,shorn of romance, courage, 
and legend,to plod its mindless way, in a day when the dicky bird, symbol of oil fever, 
no longer sang to willing men. 


Pilpel, Harriet & Rinehart 
Zavin, Theodora YOUR MARRIAGE AND THE LAW ~~ $3.95 


The legal rights to domestic wrongs- or just plain problems, this is a wide 
assemblage of the statutes which apply to husbands and wives, parents and children, and 
which- if known- may have a preventative as well as an informative value. Through all 
the regional variations of the 48 states- plus the federal government, and the human 
considerations which affect these issues, this traces the prenuptial to postmarital 
course of love- not always running so smoothly; engagements and breach of promise suits; 
restrictions and requirements; the legal relationship of husbands and wives and the 
prerogatives of this estate as well as property rights; children, and the questions of 
adoption, support, illegitimacy, artificial insemination, wills; sex and the practices 
of birth control, abortion, sterilization; annulment-; and the many kinds of divorce 
with its practical and emotional repercussions.... There's some fascinating material 
here- from authentic records- which is sobering too- and should act as a cautionary 
curb on your next impulsive gesture. 


Johnson, Alvin Viking 
PIONEER 'S PROGRESS $5.00 


A fine and mellow autobiography by the father of adult education in this coun- 
try who in a rare moment of self-adulation says that he has a “green thumb for education". 
His book is alive with anecdotes on everything from life on a remote Nebraska farm to 
pioneering in the field of the social sciences, and his experiences in the Spanish Ameri- 
can war led him to deeper searching in the fields of economic and political science at 
Columbia. This was probably the turning point in his career and developed his convic- 
tion that education and public welfare should join hands. While on the Yew Republic he 
wrote vigorously on a variety of topics concerning the public weal, and then established 
the New School for Social Research. His capacity for exciting all types of people is 
evidenced by the fact that after an interview with Doris Duke, whom he was quite sure he 
had not impressed, Miss Duke made him a gift of the building site on which the New School 
now stands. And with World War II, the plight of European scholars aroused his indignant 
concern and it is largely through his efforts that American culture has received the en- 
richment of the best thinkers from European countries..... Education's man of action, in 
a self-portrait which is permeated with a homespun charm and humor and invigorated by the 
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character of the man and his impressive influence. 


He will have critical notice and a 
| selective following. 


September 26 i 


Austin-Phelps | 
COUNTRY POSTMASTER $3.00 


Geddes, Virgil 


A pleasantly diverting account of a ten years' tenure of office in Brookfield, 

‘onn., covers the calendar of country postal service with some entertaining sidelights 

on working for Uncle Sam. Via Civil Service and politics, the author was appointed to 
his post (in spite of his beard), and from then on lived by (but did not always love) the 
fficial rules. He sounds off on the awkward anachronisms of the machinery, the red tape 
which gets nowhere, the immediate local concerns - the summer people, the foreign born 
inhabitants, individual quirks of the public who (voluntarily?) try to cheat the Post 
ffice,-trying to get a new building, individuals and their entanglements with the mails. 
There's a neat mail racket, the problems of parcel post, the necessity of refraining from 
iny kind of personal service, the question of getting RFD mail boxes numbered and on the 
right side of the road, begonias and African violets, a lost dog, obscenity in the mails, 
the restrictions against a postmaster shooting ducks, etc., etc. In quiet, sometimes 


musing review, these annotations to a national operation have a general rather than vo- 
ational appeal. 


Birmingham, F.A.- /ntro by 


Random House 
THE GIRLS FROM ESQUIRE 


$3.95 


* A bright and often stylish collection of articles and short stories, which 
serve to show off, and tell off, that lost sex of womanhood. Ilka Chase, Brendan Gill, 
John Steinbeck, Irwin Shaw, Joseph Wechsberg, F. Scott Fitzgerald and Budd Schulberg are 
nong the more imposing contributors; while John Dos Passos, Laurence Stallings, Elliot 
)aul and Richard Lauterbach give a profile treatment to some famous faces- Isadora Duncan, 
‘ertrude Stein, Ingrid Bergman and Dorothy Parker. There's also Babe, a China Coaster in 
shanghai; Avril who had too much beauty and too much nerve; Shorty, a whore de combat in 
pain; as well as the disadvantages of the double bed and the inconveniences of maintain- 
ing a mistress; the vanishing dominance in the male and the lack of subservience in the 
female; and that wonderful (vive la) difference between the sexes which opens up a whole 
prena of speculation and irritation and only an occasional appreciation.... Pleasant 


pickup reading which should satisfy a number of objectives, as a gift, as a bedside com- 
manion, or as a guided missile. 








Ryan, Cornelius- Ed Viking 


$3.95 | 


* An extended version of a scientific symposium which originally appeared in 

's {along with some stunning illustrations) and which shows that the scientist's 
each no longer exceeds his grasp for a heaven which may well house a space station. 

nd these articles provide the demonstrable evidence of what science has accomplished on 
baper- and can accomplish within the next decade in the conquest of space which now de- 
bends only on man's survival up there. For the space-farer demands a “packaged environ- 
lent" in order to withstand the dangers of explosive decompression, cosmic radiation, etc. 
s well as the hazards of meteors. There is the physical blueprint for a space station 
O75 miles above the earth- where life will be comparable to that in a submarine; the 
quipment and facilities it will contain, the astronomical investigations it will enable. 
here's a section too on rockets and missiles and atomic rocket propulsion for this brave 
ew world of airspace which opens up not only so many directions of enlightenment but 
rings with it as well some unparalleled agents of destruction unless some form of inter- 
ational legislature is evolved..... A close-up of infinity, in which surmise comes right 
own to earth in terms of the near probability which is as fascinating as it is frightening. 


ACROSS THE SPACE FRONTIER 


ee 
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September 29 





Random House 


Zolotow, Maurice 
IT TAKES ALL KINDS $3.00 


A sophisticated safari into the hinterlands of unorthodoxy, this is investi- 
gative biography dealing with dedicated eccentrics and the roots of their nonconformism 
and presents quite an array of aberrants. Dunninger and his power operations in the 
field of mentalism;: Cardini whose super sleight of hand brought him genuine reintegra- 
tion: Richard Himber, a holy terror with magic and practical jokes: Feedbox Jack a race- 
track tout with a system: Henry Nemo, famous for his own frenetic language: Sam Adams 
giving vent to mischief in inventing and manufacturing jokes: Jim Moran. who pressagents 
by absurd feats (he's the one who sold iceboxes to the Eskimos): Bruno Furst and mnemo- 
technics: Charles Dempsey and his International Bartenders’ School: Maurice Dreicer who 
attracts attention in looking for the perfect steak: Jules Glaenzer, Cartier's impres- 
sive officer and salesman and party-giver de luxe: - all are spotlighted in their whinm- 
sies of behavior, their equalizers for inferiorities and their solutions for the chal- 
lenges to their personalities. Private lives in popular patter. 


September 30 


Caldwell, John C. & Frost, Lesley Henry Regnery 
THE KOREA STORY $3.50 


This is John Caldwell's story, as told to Lesley Frost, of his days in Korea 
with the U.S. Information Service from 1947 to 1950. It is a story told with a feeling 
for color and connecting circumstances and the complex of socio-political currents- as 
well as animus against the foibles of the State Department. Caldwell and his wife set- 
tled first in Chunchon, where they experienced the problems of American-Korean fratern- 
ization, the spread of anti-communist propaganda north of the parallel, the 1948 elec- 
tions, land reform, and the overwhelming difficulties of economic stabilization after 
40 years of Japanese occupation. This leads to the question of language disparities, of 
the task of talking to Koreans in terms that would be meaningful to them, ECA and the 
question of military aid, as well as the duplicity of State Dept. officials, who are 
criticized all along the line. In a last chapter which he devotes to the work of mission- 
aries, he establishes his sympathies in the line of quiet, direct work with the people- 
on a smaller scale which would develop trust and understanding.... Some sidelights on 
the eastern scene which are enlightening but do not exclude the strong possibility of 
hias. 

September ?? 


Maclinn, Walter A. Rutgers University Press 
THE RUTGERS FOOD SAVER $2.95 


The author, research specialist in food technology at Rutgers University, pre- 
sents a unique and worthwhile addition to the kitchen shelves for the practicing, prac- 
tical housekeeper in this compilation of charts and running text for the saving of foods, 
which will answer, once and for all, what to keep and what to throw out. Quality loss 
and spoilage, and their minimizing, and the causes of food poisoning are discussed in the 
introduction. Then follow the reference charts and commentaries which are divided into 
how to store, approximate time limit for storage (at room temperature, in the refrigera- 
tor, in the ice cube section and in a freezer), evidence of quality loss, danger signals 
and the suggestions for dealing with quality losses and spoilage with recommendations for 
discarding. All types of food - fresh, cooked, canned and preserved (unopened and open) , 
frozen, raw, leftover, etc., are tabulated and you can check everything from dairy prod- 
ucts, sandwiches, sugar, cereals, breads, to fats and oils, salads and vegetables, fruits, 
meats and poultry, eggs, fish, gravies and soups. An excellent handling of information 
which should be a must in domestic science courses and well worth its price in private 
practice in the savings - and safety effected. 
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Asquith, Cynthia Scribner @ 4 | 
REMEMBER AND BE GLAD $3.75 3 


An informal memoir which continues the record of “people, places and moods" of 
the earlier Haply I Remember and looks back on the passage of time and custom not so 
much with regret- as with appreciation of a world which was both gracious and stimulating. 
Here is the Edwardian era of her girlhood in which she made her debut- the young men who 
were desirable or “detrimentals", the reigning beauties, the visits, theatres, and gentle 
intellectual sport. There's a warm likeness of her mother, Mary Elcho, whose large coun- 
try home and vivacious interest attracted a flux of friends- among them Arthur Balfour, 
H. G. Wells, the Webbs and Max Beerbohm. There's the "fluttering radiance- preterna- 
turally alive" of D. H. Lawrence in a portrait of the artist in all his gentleness as 
well as the "fever and the fret"; there's a Cotswold neighbor, Miss Eliza Wedgewood, the 
descendant of the famous potter; and an infinite variety of impression- of moment in its 
reflection of this world of intellectual and social prestige to which the author herself 


adds a charming footnote. 


190 
Downes, Olin- text by oie Scribner (Broadcast Music, 
TEN OPERATIC MASTERPIECES $10.00 Inc.-G. Ricordi) 


Carrying the reader- and, ome hopes,- the performer as well “from Mozart to 
Prokofieff", this book of ten operas is representative of this medium during the last 150 
years. Olin Downes introduces the book with a definition of opera which "sings and feels" 
as against the drama which “acts". His commentary on the origins and artistic qualities 
and his descriptions of action and music are coordinated with the scores of all the 
important vocal and instrumental passages of the operas selected here, for which Leonard | 
Marker has made new and playable piano arrangements. The Marriage of Figaro, Tales of © , 4 
Hoffman, The Mastersingers of Nuremberg, Aida, Carmen, Boheme, Tosca, Rosenkavalier, Love 
of Three Oranges and Wozzeck direct this toward popular tastes, and the libretti are in 
the original language. Decorative drawings by Alberta Sordini and the pleasing book de- 
sign by Merle Armitage contribute eye appeal, and Mr. Downes' helpful guidance will stim- 
ulate initiation and incentive among those who play for their own pleasure as well as 
the more ambitious. (There's a special "music locater" for L. P. Recordings.) 


Scribner 


Harris, Burton = 
JOHN COLTER ‘7 /- $3.50 

A biography of an actual figure of legendary stature, whose extracrdinary ex- 
ploits were puffed up by conjecture and exaggeration and faulty recall- here restored to 
scale by a careful examination of the actual evidence. Virginia born and bred, John Col- 
ter became a member of the Lewis and Clark expedition and stayed with it for three years, 
left it to become a partner with two trappers, and then joined up with the Spaniard Man- 
uel Lisa who established a trading post on the upper Missouri. Colter's subsequent trail 
blazing through 500 miles of mountainous terrain during seemingly impossible winter con- 
ditions became the fabled Colter's Route (mis-mapped by Clark) during which he discovered 
Yellowstone Park and some gaseous springs known as Colter's Hell. His return to Lisa's Fort 
was followed by his dangerous encounter with the Blackfeet and a chilling escape- literally 
(bare naked) and figuratively, and in a few more years led to his shortlived retirement 
in St. Louis where he died- more quietly- of jaundice.... Americana, and early American 
adventure which makes up a tough-grained sag& of deed and character. 


Simon & Schuster 


Bradna, Fred 
THE BIG TOP 33 | $700, @ , 


A candid canvassing of circus life is the story of Bradna's career with the 
greatest show on earth and it makes a grand yarn for all the big top enthusiasts. How he 
fell in love with Edna Bradna, a star equestrienne, defied his parents, and hers, and 
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married her, took her name and joined her world, and in emigrating to America, rose to 
be the equestrian director for Barnum and Bailey, Ringling and finally the Norths - is 
good autobiography and the background of circus life doubles its interest. Here is the 
European ill at ease in American ways, the changes in the running of a circus from 1903 
to the present day, the emergencies, the types of acts, the "greats" of the business 
(Leitzel, Codona, Colleano, Concello, the Hannefords and his own wife), the strikes, 
storms, floods, fires, the economic pressures, audiences throughout the country, the 
tragedies and the comedies, programming - all in intimate recall. An absorbing "behind 
the scenes" picture of a terrific production is filled in with many personalities, not 
only of the entertainers and managers but also of the animals, details of the normal 
routine and facts and figures of the business itself. Grand reading for the fans. 


/ aa 
Sieieiiianin 40 


Halsey, Margaret Simon & Schuster 
THE FOLKS AT HOME $3.00 


eheiides under the microscope, personally applied by the 42 year old mother of a 
4 year old daughter, as she views, sometimes with alarm, sometimes with hope, the world 
in which they are living. Against an autobiographical background, of her own parents 
and the precepts by which she was raised, of education and social and economic pressures, 
of her first book, With Malice Towards Some. which took her "into the ranks of the 
Terribly Solvent", and of her subsequent life of divorce, psychiatric treatment, re- | 
marriage and motherhood, she takes issue with concepts too easily accepted, too easily 
proved false. The American dreams - of money, of a business sociéty, of do-gooders, of 
the institution of the family and of education - are explored and sometimes exploded; 
the questions of prejudice, Christianity and of the “upward step" are examined for their 
fundamental truths; parenthood and the conflict of current tensions, the fashions in 
socio-political trends, the power of the communications industry- - all come in for their 
share of discussion. She promises no answers but manages to pose her questions and 
handle her comments and criticisms with crisp carefulness and in stimulating style. A 
think-through book, wider than its own domestic horizons. 


2 2-Osiahe, 2¢ 
Davenport, Basil- £d. f Oe toh: 1 William Sloan 
GREAT ESCAPES $e 
5 re 


An omnium gatherum of evasion, in which the love of life and love of liberty I 
havegiven impetus to some famous- and occasionally- infamous- incidents. Excerpted 
from historical and biographical records, and often from the memoirs of the performers 
themselves, these feats and flights include Mohammed's Hegira; Cellini's escape from 
the castle prison of St. Angelo; Mary Queen of Scots from Loch Leven;the Newgate prison 
break of Jack Sheppard in England and Harvey Logan's in Knoxville, Tennessee; the 
activities of a dubious character- Trenck who tunnelled out of Magdeburg, and Casanova 
who worked his way out of the top of the Doges Palace known as the Leads; Marie Antoi- 
nette's release from the Tuileries and Napoleon's return from Elba; the fascinating 
curiosity of James Bartley's emergence from the belly of a whale; de Valera's escape 
from a British jail, Giraud's from Konigstein, and Churchill's from Pretoria; these and 
others make up authentic annals of courage which is coupled with resourcefulness. A 
book for older boys and girls as well as the adventure-minded adult. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN DATE AND PRICE 
Page 
356 Kantor, M.- WARWHOOP- from 8/4 to 8/25 (Random House) 


@ 291 Douglas, William 0.- BEYOND THE HIGH HIMALAYAS- from 9/4 to 9/18 (Doubleday ) 





395 de Grazia, S.- THE ERRORS OF PSYCHOTHERAPY- price from $3.50 to $3.00 (Doubleday) 
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Harris, Frederick Brown Abingdon-Cokesbury 
SPIRES OF THE SPIRIT $2.00 
] 
For over twenty-five years pastor of the Foundry Methodist Church of Washing- ee 
on, D.C., Dr. Harris is perhaps even better known as the Chaplain of the United States 


Senate and as the author of a weekly column published in the Washington Star and more 
-ecently in the Philadelphia Bulletin and, through the Bell Syndicate, in a number of 

»ther newspapers throughout the country. This volume contains selections from the week- 

ly column in the Star They are informal and friendly meditations, not profound, but 

stimulating and particularly helpful to those who read little else than the newspapers 

ind "slick" magazines. The following are sample themes: "Counting on Unhatched Chickens," 

"How Big are You?" “The Fallacy of the Elsewhere.” "The Dangerous Drug of Applause."(Publ. ) 


Bailey, Derrick Sherwin Harper 
THE MYSTERY OF LOVE AND MARRIAGE $2.00 

The sub-title given for this book is "A Study in the Theology of Sexual Rela- 
and in it the author repudiates much of the teaching of the early church and the 
uritan emphasis as well. The act of married love is not to be thought of as sinful or 

hameful, but rather as the symbol of the highest in personal relationships. He but- 

tresses his arguments by an interpretation of the teachings of Jesus and Paul, but most 
‘eaders will find it more interesting that a churchman should express views on this sub- 
ect which are quite in line with those of psychologists and other students of the prob- 
ms of marriage and sex. The author is an Anglican, but other Protestants will find it 


>lpful, particularly those engaged in personal counselling. (Publ.) 


ions" 


Stace, W. T. Lippincott 
RELIGION AND THE MODERN MIND | $3.75 
* This is an important book. Professor Stace of the Department of Philosophy at ® ( 


rinceton University caused a minor sensation a year or so ago by writing a magazine ar- 
icle in which he took, and defended, an essentially atheistic position. "What is hap- 
pening at Princeton with its Presbyterian tradition?", it was asked. In its Department 
f Philosophy we have at least one atheist. But with him is associated one of the lead- 
ng Catholic philosophers (Jacques Maritain). What is being taught to the boys at 
Princeton? A book called God And Van At Yale has stirred up the alumni of that institu- 
ion. What about one on "God bowed out at Princeton?" But Professor Stace has changed 
is mind. While a short time back he would have made an unqualified “NO” his answer to 
e question: “Do you believe in God?", now he tells us his answer is “a qualified yes". 
This book is in a_ sense Stace's apologia for his "conversion". But let no one suppose 
hat Stace is announcing his adherence to traditional theology. The dogmas of the 

hurch are still to him "myths and images". Nor will he be found supporting institution- 
il religion. But he will be found fighting for an essentially religious interpretation 
the world and its meaning and for a moral order. He ranges himself against the na- 
uralists with their materialistic interpretation of the world and their relativism on 
norals. Religion to him is identified with mysticism and is conceived to be a necessary 

ilwark to individual satisfaction and to an ordered world. Catholics and orthodox 

‘otestants will not follow Professor Stace, but all will agree that his picture of the 
Lash between the religious and the scientific conception of life is sharply and inter- 


stingly drawn. The book will have a popular appeal, for it is amazing in the clarity 
> its interpretation of weighty ideas. (ghny 








